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>> NOTEBOOK 
• SUNY Plattsburgh will hold two commencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 

12 in the Field House. The 10 a.m. commencement ceremony is for those stu-
dents graduating from the School of Business and Economics and Education, 
Health and Human Services. Graduating seniors and faculty members should 
be at the Field House by 9:15 a.m. The 2 p.m. commencement ceremony is for 
students graduating from Arts and Science. Graduating seniors and faculty 
members should be at the Field House by 1:15 p.m. 

• May Planning Day will be held on Monday, May 14. Coffee and rolls will be 
served at 8:30 a.m. with the general session beginning at 9 a.m. Following a 
welcome by President John Ettling, vice presidents John Homburger and Anne 
Hansen will give reports from their respective divisions. Stanley Supinski will 
give an update on facilities projects and Vice President Robert Golden will give 
a presentation on recent surveys. Two break-out sessions will be featured from 
11 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Events Calendar: //www.plattsburgh.edu/events  

A new infrared spectrometer and 

microscope will aid in faculty and 

student research  in a variety of sci-
ence disciplines at SUNY Plattsburgh 
including physics, chemistry and the 
Lake Champlain Research Institute 
(LCRI). 

The piece of equipment, known as 
an FTIR, was purchased with funds 
from a National Science Foundation 
grant. The proposal for the grant was 
a joint effort by Dr. Thomas Wolosz, 
professor of earth and environmen-
tal science and chair of chemistry 
and physics, Dr. George Flynn, pro-
fessor of mathematics and physics, 
Dr. Dexter Criss, associate professor 
of chemistry, and Jeff Jones, instruc-
tional support technician in earth 
and environmental science and the 
lab manager for LCRI 

"I asked Drs. Flynn and Criss and 
Jeff Jones to each submit a brief 
research description, which I com-
bined into one NSF proposal of 
$127,000 for the purchase of the 
FTIR and microscope," said Wolosz. 
The grant was approved in 

September 2006 and the FTIR arrived 
on campus in February. 

"The proposal had to be interdisci- 

plinary for an undergraduate college 
like Plattsburgh to receive the level 
of funding needed for the FTIR. The 
proposal also emphasized the cen-
trality of LCRI to research efforts. 
The institute is a hub that connects 
different scientific disciplines," said 
Wolosz. 

Several student and faculty research 
projects are underway using the new 
spectrometer, microscope and soft-
ware. Flynn, Criss and LCRI all have 
students working on projects. 

"This is an important piece of 
equipment for us to have. We could-
n't do a lot  of this research without 
it. It supports  student research and 
the academic infrastructure of the 
College," said Wolosz.  El 


